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Early 
Soundplay  
Together

We hope you and your child enjoy these 
activities and resources.

They’re designed to boost your child’s speech 
and language development and early phonics 
skills.

Sound play helps children develop an awareness 
of the building blocks of words - rhyme, syllables 
and individual speech sounds. It gives children 
the foundation skills for phonics.

We include lolly stick puppets, colouring sheet 
and you can also download an MP3 audiobook 
version - ideas on how to get the most out of 
these resources are also included.

Have fun and enjoy learning together!

 z Let’s read the story 
together
 z Up and down!
 z Rhyme - Grand Old 
Duke of York
 z Let’s have a picnic
 z Rhyme - Let’s pack a 
picnic
 z Clip Clop’s special ‘p’ 
words
 z Syllable stomp!
 z Resources

 z Lolly stick puppets
 z Colouring sheet

 zMP3 audiobook also 
available

Contents 
Clip Clop’s Picnic
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Find somewhere cosy to sit with your child so you 
can easily look at the book together.

 z Start with the cover and point to the words as 
you read the title Clip Clop’s Picnic.  

 z As you look at the ‘Some things to look out for 
...’ pages talk about the pictures, point at and 
name the ones that your child doesn’t know. 

 z As you talk about what you can see encourage 
your child to join in: ‘Oh look, the basket. What can 
we see in it ...?‘ 

 z ’Now let’s listen to the story’ – as you read the 
story give your child plenty of time to look at  
the pictures.

Again and again!

 z Children like to hear the same 
story again and again and it 
helps them learn new words.

 z Your child will enjoy talking 
with you about a familiar story.

 z You don’t need to read the 
whole book each time (though 
your child may want you to!). 
You can just focus on, and talk 
about, one or two pages.  

 z Pause at the end of repetitive 
or predictable phrases giving 
your child the opportunity to 
complete them: ‘apples for ... ...’

 z Before you turn the page can 
your child remember what 
happens next: ‘I wonder who 
goes up the hill next ...?’

Let’s read the story together
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Clip Clop’s Picnic is ideal for introducing and 
reinforcing the concepts ‘up’ and ‘down’:

 zMake hills out of sand, mud, playdough, boxes, 
cushions or bricks, and place a ‘tree’ (twigs or 
have fun making one) at the top. 
 z Talk about, and show your child, the top and 
the bottom of the hill. Walk, hop or jump toy 
people or animals up to the top of the 
hill and run them down again.
 z Chant the refrain from the story –  
‘Hip hop, up to the top. Keep going. Don’t  
stop!  Nearly there ... Hip hop hippety hop,  
with a hip and a hop up to the top!’
 z
 z Encourage your child climbing up a slide or 
climbing frame or scrambling net ‘Can you 
climb up to the top? ... Up, up, up you go! ... And 
down you come.’

Oh, the grand old Duke  
of York
He had ten thousand 
men
He marched them up to 
the top of the hill
And he marched them 
down again.

And when they were up, 
they were up
And when they were 
down, they were down
And when they were only 
half-way up
They were neither up nor 
down.

Grand Old Duke
of York

Play follow my leader outside and 
march up and down. 

Up and down!
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Plan a simple snack time picnic with your child:
 

 z You could have apples, carrots and popcorn, just 
like Clip Clop, Hip Hop and Flip Flap.
 z Carefully cut up the apples and the carrots with 
your child. 
 z Talk about the food: ‘That’s a juicy red apple’ and 
comment on what your child’s doing: ‘You’re 
cutting that apple into lovely little pieces.’
 z Cook your own popcorn and listen to it popping 
- pip pop pippety pop!
 z Place rugs on the floor or ground and put the 
snacks into a basket or bag. 

 z
 z Make an invitation and invite some toys. 
 z Have fun making playdough food and enjoy a 
pretend picnic with toys or the story lolly stick 
puppets.

Rhyme time!
You can sing this rhyme to the tune of 

Skip to my Lou. 

We can pack a picnic
We can pack a picnic
We can pack a picnic
We can pack some apples.

We can pack a picnic
We can pack a picnic
We can pack a picnic
We can pack some carrots.

We can pack a picnic
We can pack a picnic
We can pack a picnic
We can pack some popcorn.

You and your child can enjoy adding 
food and drink you would like to take 
on a picnic. 

Let’s have a picnic!



©Clickety Books Ltd  2020©Clickety Books Ltd  2020

Early 
Soundplay  
Together

The story Clip Clop’s Picnic is full of words that 
contain her special sound ‘p’.

Some children, typically before they are 3 years 
old, may miss the final sound off words - for 
example saying ‘po’ instead of ‘pop’. 

You can draw their attention to the ‘p’ at  
the end of lots of words in Clip Clop’s Picnic. 

Encourage your child to listen for the ‘p’ sound:
 z it’s easiest to hear at the beginning of words: 
picnic, popcorn
 z then at the ends of words: Clip Clop, Hip Hop,  
up and top.
 z it’s more difficult to hear the ‘p’ sound in the 
middle of words such as hippety and clippety.  
Pip pop pippety pop.

Pop bubbles!

Children love popping 
bubbles - chant ‘pip pop 
pippety pop!’ as your child 
pops them. Can they join in?

As well as giving lots of ‘p’ 
practice they’re great for:

Listening - ‘Ready ... steady ... 
pop!‘
Turn taking - ‘It’s your turn ... 
and now it’s my turn ...’ 

Clip Clop’s special ‘p’ words
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Clip Clop is two words. Show your child how to 
stomp ‘Clip Clop’. Can they join in with you?
 Now try the other character names, Hip Hop, Yip 
Yap and Flip Flap.

 z Once your child can do this confidently move on 
to the actions. ‘Clip-pe-ty’ has 3 stomps. Let your  
child try to copy you. 
 z Now try the other actions: ‘hip-pe-ty’ etc.
 z Only if your child is able to copy these easily 
and confidently should you could try 4 syllables 
‘clip-pe-ty clop’. 
 z This one may need lots of practise before you 
vary it with other actions like ‘hip-pet-ty hop’. 

 z If your child struggles to copy a rhythm at any 
point go back to a simpler one. 
 z Try clapping instead of stomping.
 z Finally you could try the whole refrain ‘clip clop 
clip-pe-ty clop.’

Hop hop hop!

Can you and your child 
remember what Clip Clop’s 
friends do?

 z Hip hop is very bouncy.  
He likes hopping - can  
you go hop hop hop?

 z Yip Yap is very noisy. He 
likes yapping - can you  
go yap yap yap?

 z Flip Flap is very fluttery. 
He likes flapping - can  
you go flap flap flap?

Syllable stomp!
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Retelling the story
Lolly stick puppets
These can be enjoyed in many different ways:

 z to support an activity
 z to retell the story or create a new story

Colouring sheet
 z as a stand alone activity
 z as a shared activity - take it in turns to tell each 
other what to colour

MP3 audiobook
 z Children enjoy listening to stories again and 
again so a digital audiobook can be very useful!
 z The read through version is good to listen to 
with or without the book.
 z The read along version is best used with 
the book and your child may enjoy being 
independent and able to turn the pages at the 
right time. 

 z Lolly stick puppets make 
retelling the story, or 
creating a new one, much 
more fun!

 z By 3 years children can 
typically answer ‘who’,  
‘what’ and ‘where’  
questions.

 z Then by 4 years they will  
be able to tell you about 
how the characters feel 
about what’s happening 
and ‘why’ something has 
happened.

Resources
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